
Disciple Heritage Fellowship has been working 
for unity and fellowship among like-minded 
congregations since its beginning in the 1980s. 
The current climate in our culture indicates there 
remains much work to be done.

The Church is experiencing divisiveness 
and disunity at a level unprecedented in our 
lifetimes. Questions face every 
congregation. We wonder when 
and if regathering in person 
should come along. Then, should 
we keep meeting in light of spiking 
COVID-19 numbers? What about 
the debate of whether or not to 
require masks? Will we continue or 
stop online worship experiences? 
The list of questions goes on and 
on. It is a tumultuous time.

Then there are the questions 
surrounding theology. Oh my!

DHF represents congregations and pastors 
across the United States and Canada. Regular 
contact among pastors and congregations 
occur for some, not for others. Whatever 
the case, we strive to build on our core 
commonalities of the authority of scripture and 
salvation in Christ alone. That’s our starting point 
in answering the questions facing 
our congregations. 

Our clarion call is this: affirm 
scripture’s full authority in our 
congregations and in the lives of 
the pastors leading them. It is time 
to be the Church, offering unity and 

authentic community to those in our churches 
and those outside the Church who are scared, 
angry, or hurting. 

We invite you to join the mission of Disciple 
Heritage Fellowship. We may not agree on every 
matter, but we are interested in your ideas and 
fellowship. Frankly, we need one another now 

like never before as we live out this 
scripture’s blessing: “How good 
and pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in unity!” 
(Psalm 133: 1)

God keeps speaking one word 
to my heart. It’s a word for you 
and me, which we also speak to 
others: grace. We must extend 
grace for decisions different than 
ours. Grace must flow to those 
with differing opinions. Grace can 
demonstrate our Holy Spirit-led 

character, giving it to all in desperate need of 
healing and peace.

“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wayne Kent  |  wayne@firstdecatur.org

Wayne is the Executive Director of Disciple Heritage Fellowship 
and Lead Pastor of First Christian Church, Decatur, IL. He has 
theological degrees from Phillips Theological Seminary and 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.

DHF Board
Steve Chastain
ARIZONA

Kim Holley
NORTH CAROLINA 

Wayne Kent
ILLINOIS

Lori Putnam
ILLINOIS

Kevin Ray
ILLINOIS

Edith Smith
TEXAS

Michael Ten Eyck
ILLINOIS

DHF Staff
Wayne Kent
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

wayne@firstdecatur.org

Rick Grace
DHF CHURCH LIAISON

rgrace@discipleheritage.org

Lori Putnam
DHF COORDINATOR

lputnam@firstdecatur.org

In this issue:
 f Message from the 

Executive Director

 f Digital Ministry

 f DHF Church Spotlight

 f Upcoming Webinar

Message from Pastor Wayne Kent
The mission of Disciple Heritage Fellowship is to encourage, 
strengthen, and lead Churches to fulfill Christ’s mission.



Rick Grace  |  rgrace@discipleheritage.org

Rick is the DHF Church Liaison. He and his wife, Nancy, 
have served in pastoral ministry for more than 45 years. 
Rick earned his doctorate from the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary.

Introduction of the coronavirus into our lives has impacted 
everyone — including the Church and Disciple Heritage 
Fellowship. Given the restrictions on travel and meeting 
together, I have found other ways to connect with and 
encourage pastors and other church leaders. Here are some 
things you can be part of:

Leadership Conversations
As you know, DHF is a network of churches and individuals 
who share a common heritage, usually rooted in the 
Campbell-Stone tradition. To capitalize on that network, we 
have started hosting “DHF Leadership Conversations.” These 
conversations, usually lasting about an hour, have been 
received well and are an ongoing ministry of DHF.

Zoom-based Leadership Conversations have brought 
community to church leaders facing similar issues. Topics 
have included:

 f sharing plans and strategies for reopening our churches 
 under COVID-19 restrictions

 f identifying methods of pastoral self-care

 f tech solutions for online ministry

 f caring for others in the midst of crises

Join other church leaders from around the country for our next 
Leadership Conversation in September (date and time to be 
announced). These are open to all, whether or not you are a DHF 
church. They are announced via DHF’s Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter accounts as well as at discipleheritage.org. 
Email me at rgrace@discipleheritage.org to receive your 
Zoom link.

Study Groups for Pastors
Research indicates one of the primary reasons pastors 
struggle in ministry is due to a sense of isolation. And when 
that isolation becomes acute, many choose to leave ministry 
altogether. That feeling of isolation has been exacerbated over 
the past several months with the “shelter in place” orders and 
the inability of churches to physically meet together.

A step DHF has taken to address this ministry isolation is by 
offering online study groups for pastors. Currently, there are 
four groups meeting using the Zoom platform. These groups 
study together and create a virtual community of pastors 
networking and supporting each other. We meet weekly to 
read through a book, pray with and for each other, and share 
life together. These groups are becoming a vital source of 
encouragement for the participating pastors.

New study groups will be forming in August and September. 
To be part of a new pastoral study group, please contact me at 
rgrace@discipleheritage.org or call 217.875.3350.



Our Story
East Main Street Christian Church (EMSCC) in Elwood, 
Indiana, was founded in 1852 when thirteen people gathered 
in a barn west of town. They made a commitment to plant a 
Christian Church in this community. The church began as an 
independent church until 1899 when they affiliated with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

I (Roger Gardner) began serving as the senior pastor of the 
church in 1992. I was personally experiencing a growing 
tension between the direction of the Disciples of Christ and the 
values of the Restoration Movement.

At the Regional Assembly in 2012, some decisions were made 
that we firmly believed went against the authority of Scripture 
in an effort to align with cultural values. The main issue was 
the refusal of our denominational leadership to affirm the core 
beliefs of Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation and the 
authority of Scripture.

Taking a Stand
We determined to take a stand. After much prayer, discussion, 
and with a great deal of sadness, the Elders, board, and 
congregation all voted to end our affiliation with the Disciples 
of Christ.

Connecting with DHF
For the past eight years, EMSCC has remained an independent 
Christian Church, but we missed the benefits of being in 
partnership with other churches. We became aware of Disciple 
Heritage Fellowship (DHF) and felt the Spirit leading us to 
pursue a relationship. We found ourselves in agreement with 
DHF and worked with our leadership to keep the church true 
to the principles upon which we were founded.

In February 2020, we invited Pastor Rick Grace to meet with 
our board who then voted unanimously to affiliate with DHF. 
We are grateful for Pastor Rick Grace, Pastor Wayne Kent, and 
all the people who have welcomed us into the DHF family. We 
look forward to a growing partnership of faith and service to 
our Lord.

Pastor Roger Gardner
Roger has been the senior pastor at East Main Street for 
28 years! He loves chocolate, but has an even deeper 
love for the Lord. Roger is also acting as youth minister.

Top: Senior Pastor Roger & Susan Gardner
Right: Associate Pastor Raphael Starr
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Join this two-hour DHF webinar geared for pastors, church staff, and lay 
leaders who find themselves in unchartered waters due to the impact of the 

coronavirus. Methods of ministry are changing so we must adapt to continue 
to share the Gospel. Join church leaders from around the nation as we discuss 
new ministry approaches as well as practical responses to ministry questions 

raised during the COVID-19 pandemic. This webinar is free, but you must 
register in advance to participate.

Details & registration can be found at:

Sessions
 f Pastoral Ministry 

 David Upchurch, Lincoln Christian University

 f Family Ministries 
 Heather Vance, First Christian Church (Decatur, IL)

 f Discipleship 
 Jonathan Grunden, First Christian Church (Decatur, IL)

 f The Church 
 Dr. Wayne Kent, Disciple Heritage Fellowship & 

 First Christian Church (Decatur, IL)discipleheritage.org

Friday, August 21, 2020
noon-2pm CST via Zoom


