
Serving Christ through the Church in both full-time and part- 
time settings is a marathon, not a sprint. It is 26 miles of trails 
that twist and turn, not a 100-meter sprint on a 
smooth straight-of-way.

In January 1978, I was a 19-year-old sophomore 
in a Christian college with a smooth, straight-
of-way plan as I studied for a music degree. I 
expected to be in the study-and-learn mode 
through my senior year.

Yet, God had a marathon ministry plan for me, 
dramatically different than my intentions.

Less than 6 weeks later, at the end of February 
1978, I had left college, packed up my horn, put 
some clothes in a suitcase, and found myself in 
a full-time music ministry setting based in England.

The ministry focus was the Underground Church in nations 
behind the Iron Curtain. I celebrated my 20th 

and 21st birthdays in the Soviet 
Union and then spent 

many more years in 
ministry inside 

c o m m u n i s t 
countries.

Serving in ministry in communist nations was far removed 
from the college setting where I had been in January 1978. My 

experiences overseas were life-changing and 
life-shaping.

It is now more than 40 years since I dropped 
out of college and stepped into ministry. The 
slender young man of 1978 has morphed into 
a sixties-something pastor.

I’ve now served in full-time ministry since 1978, 
except for a few months in the eighties when 
I returned to college. Yes, I did complete my 
college degree as well as a couple of post- 
graduate degrees later on. The education 
sheepskins are hanging on the wall in a closet 
in my office.

The finish line of my life in full-time ministry is now in view.

A marathon involves a daily “one foot in front of the other” 
approach. This long-distance race covers all sorts of terrain, 
uphill, flat, and downhill. At times the trail is in unfamiliar 
territory, such as the unexpected arrival of COVID-19 in our 
ministry settings.

I encourage you in this marathon of ministry to keep running. 
Keep putting one foot in front of the other. Keep making those 
small deposits in the lives of those you serve. We at DHF are 
cheering you on.

Wayne Kent  |  wayne@firstdecatur.org

Wayne is the Executive Director of Disciple Heritage Fellowship 
and Lead Pastor of First Christian Church, Decatur, IL. He has 
theological degrees from Phillips Theological Seminary and 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.Wayne Kent leads the closing session of 

the 2021 DHF National Conference.

Marathon of Ministry



Rick Grace  |  rgrace@discipleheritage.org

Rick is the DHF Church Liaison. He and his wife, Nancy, 
have served in pastoral ministry for more than 45 years. 
Rick earned his doctorate from the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary.

Mutual encouragement was on clear display at 
the 2021 DHF National Conference. From general 
sessions to breakouts to networking opportunities, 
participants made solid connections. It was a joy 
to watch people come as strangers and leave as 
friends.  

Each main session speaker brought a unique 
message with excellence. Our presenters taught 
the Word of God and exalted His name. The 
breakout session speakers provided quality 
content as well. Videos of each main session and 
breakouts will be posted throughout the summer 
at discipleheritage.org/videos.

The long-range impact will be in the relationships developed 
between attendees. Twenty-one pastors who had been 
meeting virtually in study groups met for the first time in-
person at the conference. The joy of fellowship shared was 
priceless. One pastor commented, “You all are the reason I am 
still in the ministry. Had it not been for our group, I would have 
quit.” Current statistics show more than 1,500 pastors leave 
the ministry every month. The significant impact of mutual 
encouragement is vital!

There are now seven pastoral study groups, new 
groups forming as the need arises. Please contact 
me regarding your interest in joining a pastoral 
study group.

DHF will continue to host regular “Leadership 
Conversations” centered around a singular topic 
featuring a guest resource. These resources 
provide opportunity for ongoing connections 
through DHF.

Contact me at rgrace@discipleheritage.org or 
217.875.3350 to learn how DHF can encourage 

you as you fulfill Christ’s mission for your church. Let’s 
get that connection scheduled so we “may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith.”

Watch for more information on our social media accounts in the 
coming months regarding the 2022 DHF National Conference.

Mutual Encouragement



Every year leaving the DHF Conference, I think, “It 
can’t get better than this.” The following year, 
it IS better than the year before. This year’s 
conference was no exception.

Sherri Humpert, a pastor’s wife, best 
summed up the 2021 DHF National 
Conference. Sherry commented, “I felt like 
I was at a family reunion! And we hadn’t 
even met most of the family yet!!! Awesome, 
God-filled experience that we will never forget. 
Looking forward to next year already!”

It truly was like a family reunion, although the same last 
name did not connect us. DHF’21 brought us together as a 
family in Christ’s name. We shared memories and caught up 
on what has been going on in each others’ lives. We even 
got to meet new family members. And, as it is with any family 
reunion, we missed the family who couldn’t make it.

We experienced two days of sharing in worship, 
laughter, and love with other pastors and lay 

leaders. We spent two days celebrating Christ 
and recommitting ourselves to God’s Word. 

It was rejuvenating and refreshing. The 
conference was two days of face-to-face 
learning about ourselves and others and 
two days of learning practical ways to help 

our congregations better serve Christ in our 
communities. 

One of the greatest highlights for me was the 
Pastor Study Group meeting in person. Over the past 

year, Church Liaison Rick Grace has led six study groups. 
Many of the pastors in these groups had only connected 
virtually. Each member of these groups has been grateful for 
studying and getting acquainted via Zoom. However, there 
was nothing like studying and worshiping together in the same 
room during the conference.

While it may sound a bit cliché, if you missed DHF’21, 
you missed out. To those who made it possible, thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.

Kim Holley
Kim is the DHF Board President. She is the pastor of La 
Grange Christian Church in La Grange, NC. Kim earned her 
master’s degree from Campbell University Divinity School.

A Family Reunion
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Join us for a DHF Leadership Conversation featuring Tony Kirkman, one of the 
outstanding main session speakers at the 2021 DHF National Conference. His 

session was so well received, we invited him to continue the conversation with us.

Tony is a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor as well as an ordained minister, 
currently serving as the Executive Director of the Piatt County Mental Health Center in 

Monticello, Illinois. He will share practices for maintaining good mental health 
while serving God in difficult times. Q & A will follow his presentation. 

This online Leadership Conversation is FREE, but you must request a Zoom link in 
advance. Email Rick Grace at rgrace@discipleheritage.org to receive the link or if you 

have any questions regarding this webinar.  We look forward to connecting with you!

Maintaining Good
Mental Health

D H F  L E A D E R S H I P  C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Tuesday, June 22, 2021
at 7pm CST via Zoom

Featuring Tony Kirkman, LCPC


