
In mid-1985, I was very new to pastoral ministry – extremely 
new. A few months prior, I had no inkling that I’d be sitting 
behind a pastor’s desk each day. It was a surprisingly big 
career change.

I was the only full-time employee serving at 41st Street 
Christian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The congregation was 
increasingly at odds with its denominational leadership. I was 
a theological conservative evangelical leading a like-minded 
congregation in a denomination that did not share those 
views.

A newsletter arrived, addressed to the congregation, in the early 
months of my budding pastoral ministry. Disciple Renewal‘s 
first edition indicated there were other congregations and 
pastors who were also struggling with the denomination’s 
theologically liberal focus. I realized, “This is my tribe!”

For many years Disciple Renewal diligently worked within 
the confines of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), but 
much of our work was not appreciated. We met with many 

denominational leaders across the US and 
Canada, hoping to represent the 

voices of biblically orthodox 
Christians within local 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s . 
Some of those 

chats were 
helpful; many 

were not.

While it was never our intent, the ministry was often seen as 
controversial and unwelcomed. 

Eventually, the Disciple Renewal board was released from 
working within the denomination. We were no longer striving 
to speak to the Disciples of Christ. We changed our name to 
Disciple Heritage Fellowship (DHF), indicating a change in 
focus.

This new focus, led by the Holy Spirit, moved DHF’s goal 
toward assisting congregations and pastors with similar 
backgrounds. Support included helping with church life issues, 
congregational organization, and overall ministry focus. Soon, 
countless congregations looking for counsel sought advice. 
We could no longer meet all the ministry requests given our 
resources. 

So, in 2018, DHF moved into a closer relationship with First 
Christian Church, Decatur Illinois.  Now, FCC’s congregation’s 
staff team acts as operational support for DHF and is 
considered an outreach ministry funded by the church. A 
separate governing board oversees DHF and the organization 
is responsible for its own funding and polity. Rick Grace is 
currently the only employee of DHF. 

Truly, after more than 30 years of work, we continue to marvel 
at God’s blessings along with the support and interest from 
people like you. Our ministry continues to grow, beyond our 
greatest and prayerful dreams. 

Wayne Kent  |  wayne@firstdecatur.org

Wayne is the Executive Director of Disciple Heritage Fellowship 
and Lead Pastor of First Christian Church, Decatur, IL. He has 
theological degrees from Phillips Theological Seminary and 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.

Beyond Our Wildest Dreams



Rick Grace  |  rgrace@discipleheritage.org

Rick is the DHF Church Liaison. He and his wife, Nancy, 
have served in pastoral ministry for more than 45 years. 
Rick earned his doctorate from the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary.

As a child, I remember hearing the story of Elijah 
being fed by ravens. I thought it was pretty cool 
and pretty gross, all at the same time! But I don’t 
remember being told how the story ended, that 
“some time later the brook dried up.” It simply 
indicates the prophet who predicted the years-
long drought was himself affected by it. That 
should not surprise us, but the implication just 
might.

Elijah was living exactly where God told him to 
live — the Kerith Ravine. He was doing exactly 
what God told him to do — waiting for his 
confrontation with Ahab. He was fed by the ravens exactly as 
God had ordered. But the brook still dried up. We need to catch 
the impact of that. Elijah was where God wanted, doing what 
God wanted, and the brook still went dry.

Anyone who has walked with and served the Lord for any 
amount of time knows what it is like to enter a spiritual dry 
spell. We are often told the dry times are a result of sin or 
disobedience. And that can be true. But dry seasons can also 
be experienced when we are doing everything right, obeying 
our God.

In those dry seasons, I have learned to ask myself two questions: 
First, is my time in the Word to hear what God is saying to me or 
simply to get material for my next teaching, sermon, or lesson? 

Second, who am I letting speak into my life? Am 
I listening for the voice of the Lord as he speaks 
to me through those around me? For a pastor, 
those voices can be hard to find. And that is one 
reason the DHF online studies for pastors are so 
important. They can help create that network of 
voices.

Currently, there are seven online pastoral bible 
studies meeting at various times throughout the 
week. New groups are added whenever needed. 
These online groups have become virtual 
communities for pastors who often serve in 

isolation. Pastors study and do life together, becoming places 
where “as iron sharpens iron, one person can sharpen 
another” (Proverbs 17:17).

To join one of our studies, contact me, Rick Grace, at 
217.875.3350 or rgrace@discipleheritage.org. Also, let 
me know if there is anything DHF can do to encourage you 
as you “fulfill Christ’s mission” for your church. Let’s get that 
connection scheduled before the brook dries up.



First Christian Church has a long-standing history in the 
community of Port Arthur, TX. Founded in 1904, the church 
has been in three locations, moving to its current location in 
1984. The Lord has blessed this church family and provided 
greatly even when all hope seemed lost. The building was 
destroyed in the aftermath of Hurricane Rita in 2005 and again 
during Hurricane Harvey in 2017. But, by the grace of God and 
the steadfastness of the congregation, they continue to serve! 

The history of the church has been forever engraved in Texas 
history both literally and figuratively. As a child, Rock and Roll 
Hall of Famer Janis Joplin was a member of the church choir, 
and in 1992, a Texas State historical marker was placed on the 
church grounds honoring its longevity on the Texas Gulf Coast.

The church has a blended worship style and a “come as you 
are” attitude. The members and staff have worked hard to 
develop an outward focus. Tuesday nights offer a drive-thru 
prayer ministry, allowing people to have prayer in their vehicles 
in the parking lot. Along with numerous bible studies and a 
midweek children’s ministry, the church partners with a local 
theater company to host dinner theater shows with proceeds 
going to mission projects. 

The past few months have seen a revitalization taking place. 
In the summer of 2021, they withdrew from the Disciples of 
Christ and joined the fellowship of DHF. They also called their 
Associate Pastor to become their new lead pastor with the 
retirement of their senior pastor. They began a renovation of 
their sanctuary, updated their streaming capability, rebranded 
their logo, increased their social media presence and will 
release a new website in the fall.

The Church is led by Pastor Drew McClellan, along with one of 
the best administrative staff in the country, a strong Elder team, 
and numerous volunteers. They look forward to many years of 
fellowship with DHF and are extremely excited to see where 
God leads them.

Header:  Rick Grace, current Pastor Drew 
McClelland, & retired Pastor Scott Wallace.

Above:  Handing out bibles and clothing,
Right:  Leadership team of FCC Port Arthur 

with Nancy & Rick Grace

Join the DHF family!
To find out how to become a part of the

DHF family of churches, contact Rick Grace at
rgrace@discipleheritage.org or 217.875.3350.
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Research indicates that most Christian couples want a shared spiritual life, but very few 
couples actually do so. Rick and Nancy Grace will share a brief presentation, describing 

their own journey and what they have learned about developing a shared spiritual life. 
Other participants also will share what they have learned and practices that have worked 

for them, followed by a question and answer segment. 

This online Leadership Conversation is FREE, but you must request a Zoom link in 
advance. Email Rick Grace at rgrace@discipleheritage.org to receive the link or if you 

have any questions regarding this webinar.  We look forward to connecting with you!

Developing a Shared
Spiritual Life

D H F  L E A D E R S H I P  C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
at 7pm CST via Zoom

Featuring Rick & Nancy Grace


